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The Purpose of the MCCC shall be to promote, foster, and encourage all activities toward the collection,
restoration, preservation, and appreciation of all Chevrolets produced from 1955-1972, and to better
facilitate the exchange of information and ideas regarding these automobiles.

MEETING & CRUISE IN
• Meetings are held at The Brunswick Kitchen, 5197 Brunswick Rd, Arlington, TN 38002. Next Meeting:
April 20th, 7:00 pm Meeting Cancelled for May.
• MCCC Cruise-in every Thursday (weather permitting), at Ty's Smokehouse, 7174 Stage Rd #101,
Bartlett, TN 38133. Cruise-ins are on hold until further notice.

CLUB NEWS
Well, under normal circumstances, we should be in full car show mode by now but the Coronavirus
Pandemic has kind of thrown a wrench into everyone’s plans. The club is currently unable to conduct our
monthly meetings at The Brunswick Kitchen due to the requirements of social distancing that are presently
in effect everywhere. Our group is simply too large for the restaurant to handle seating us and still remain
in compliance with the Restaurant Guidelines as specified by the office the Governor. MCCC officers are
currently researching ways to resume meetings while remaining in compliance with the recommended
guidelines set forth by the CDC and the Governor’s office. So as a result of everyone’s plans being reset,
this newsletter is mostly an update to existing announcements, and it contains some Chevy-centric trivia to
keep everyone engaged in our favorite pastime until the fog of uncertainty clears.

Don't Forget:
Take Care of Yourself: Please note that a majority of the club’s membership very likely falls into the Higher
Risk Category for Severe Illness per the CDC. Please take care of yourself, and stay well. We want to see
all of our members and friends at a car show or club outing as soon as possible. That means keeping
ourselves well, and ready to go back outside where the fun with Classic Chevys usually takes place. Until then,
let’s baby those classics and stay ready to rumble!
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What’s Happening?: Still not
much I’m afraid. However, show
dates are now being realigned to
coincide with a gradual opening
of businesses across several
states, and we’re seeing what
looks like a plenty active slate of
activities being scheduled for
August and September. The
NSRA Street Rod Nationals,
The Tri-Five Nationals, The
NHRA/Holley Hot Rod
Reunion, and The Goodguys
Nashville Nationals are now all
taking place on successive
weekends throughout August.
Super Chevy has a new date
and returns to Memphis
International Raceway on
September 25th-27th. So, it looks
like there may be some events to
get your Chevy groove on at
after-all. However, it’s probably
still advisable to consider
everything “tentative” during
these unpredictable times. So
consider going to the trouble of
checking with the promoter or the
venue before hitting the road for
any out-of-town events, and
double check the local stuff too.
Dennis Elliot, our dedicated
Events Coordinator, will keep us abreast of any potential changes to anticipated club activities. Most MCCC
events are currently postponed, but not off the calendar as of yet. So let’s all try to keep a finger on the pulse of
the upcoming events, as there’s considerable change afoot in this year’s activities due to the pandemic.
Drive-by Parades: While we wait for things to reopen, the club has been approached about providing some
impromptu parade laps in our vintage Chevys to help celebrate special occasions for some of our fans. Next
up; A 30th anniversary celebration in Southaven MS on May 19th. The parade will leave Ty’s BBQ at 5:15 PM.
You get to stay in your car, no close contact, but it’s a chance to drive those classic Chevys. Denis Elliot is
working on a request for a parade to the Foxbridge Retirement Center on Monday, May 25th. Yes, it’s Memorial
Day, but if you’re not having a big gathering like you used to do, but probably aren’t doing this year because of
the virus, then maybe this would be a fun way to keep the wheels turning on that classic Chevy.
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Can the bright lights of the big city be far away when your moving down the road in your classic Chevrolet?

Chevy Trivia:
The Chevy Song of The Month… American Pie by
Don McLean. OK, so maybe it’s about more than the
Chevy, but it’s pretty hard to miss the Chevy
reference in Don McLean’s hit song American Pie. I
wasn’t driving yet, but I was hooked on my AM radio
when this song was new. I had just moved to
Memphis from a far-away land, but no matter where
you lived, you couldn’t turn on the radio without
hearing this song for the better part of 1971. It’s a
nostalgic look back in and of itself, and now that it’s
49 years old, it’s got it’s own special yesteryear vibe.
So have a listen just for nostalgia’s sake, and survey
the attached list for some other Chevy songs you
may have overlooked.

Listen to American Pie on Pandora
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So Bye, bye Miss American Pie… Drove my Chevy to the levee, but the levee was dry…
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2020 MCCC ELECTED OFFICERS
(Note: Officer’s Meeting is the 1st Monday of Each Month)

Jack Mabry, President

901-351-0808

belair55dream@yahoo.com

Danny Ford, Vice President

901-337-1957

abelairman57@gmail.com

Cindy Hubbard, Secretary

901-438-5368

clhubbard1956@gmail.com

Louis Kimery, Communications Director

901-488-0856

lkkphoto@gmail.com

Buddy Bonner, Technical Director

901-786-8743

gbonner1@southwest.tn.edu

Teri Hodnett, Membership Director

901-304-9320

thodnett1955@yahoo.net

Cookie Bonner, Treasurer

901-619-6983

gbonner792@att.net

Denis Elliot, Events Coordinator

901-487-3024

cwwdelliott@bellsouth.net

Ajay Cohen, Web Master

901-626-5160

ajaycohen@gmail.com

"
The Memphis Classic Chevys Facebook page currently has 1,011 followers. That’s right, we’ve got
over 1,000 rabid Chevy enthusiasts Following the MCCC on Facebook. This is a public Facebook group so
any MCCC member or other verifiable automotive enthusiast can request to join the group here:
https://www.facebook.com/groups/memphisclassicchevys/
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More Chevy Trivia:
Did you Know…
The first Chevrolet V8 was a 288 cu in (4.7 L) engine manufactured for the Chevrolet D Series of 1917-1918.
The smallest Chevrolet V8 was the 262-cubic-inch (4.3L) version used in the mid-1970s.
Z/28 refers to the RPO code used when the 1967 Camaro was ordered with an engine that met the specs of the SCCA
Trans Am racing series, which required engine displacements of 305 cubic inches or less. The code became the
oﬃcial name of the production version of the Camaro with the 302 cubic inch engine package.
The name ‘Camaro’ was reportedly derived from an old world French dictionary from words that mean ‘friend’ or
’comrade’, but the name actually did not exist as a word in any language until Chevy made it up.
The first Chevrolet “big block” engine was introduced in 1958 as the “Turbo-Thrust" 348-cubic-inch (5.7 L) W series
engine.
Despite considerable negative press, the Corvair remained in production for ten years. The second generation of cars
introduced in 1965 remedied many of the car’s initial flaws, but sales continued to gradually decline. The Corvair was
discontinued after the 1969 model year.
The most powerful engine Chevrolet has ever installed in a production car is the supercharged 650 horsepower LT4
6.2 L V8 introduced in the 2015 Corvette Z06. However, the LSX454R crate engine was available as a drag race
prepped crate engine from 2011-2018. It was rated at 776 horsepower at 7,000 rpm and 649 lb-ft of torque at 5,100
rpm, but it was only available at the parts department.
The Chevrolet Vega was delivered via special Vert-A-Pac railcars to keep delivery costs down. This nose-down vertical
shipping method allowed for 30 vehicles per railcar as opposed to the customary 15.
Chrysler was actually the first auto manufacturer to achieve an output of one horsepower per cubic inch with the 1956
354 cubic inch/355 horsepower engine in the 300B. However, that title was lost when the 1957 models arrived with a
392 cubic inch engine with 375 horsepower. Chevrolet then claimed the one horsepower per cubic inch crown with a
fuel injected version of the 283 cubic inch small block.
The Chevrolet El Camino was initially produced from 1959–60. There was no El Camino model made from 1961-1963.
The El Camino returned to production based on the Chevelle platform in 1964, and they were produced until 1987.
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UPCOMING EVENTS
•

American E-Kart Championships/Car Show - Autobahn Speedway - March 21st, 2020.

•

Super Chevy Show - Memphis International Raceway - September 24th-26th, 2020.*

•

28th Annual Bunny Run - Jackson Fairgrounds Park - April 17th-18th, 2020.

•

MCCC Fun Run - Buckhead Creek Recreation Complex - May 17th, 2020. Postponed.

•

Full Throttle Car Show - Full Throttle Sloonshine Distillery - Trimble TN - June 6th, 2020.

•

Goodguys 15th Nashville Nationals - August 28th - 30th, LP Field, Nashville TN.*

•

Holley National Hot Rod Reunion - August 20th - 22nd, 2020 - Beech Bend Raceway,
Bowling Green KY.*

•

51st Annual Street Rod Nationals - August 6th - 9th - Louisville KY.

•

The Danchuk Tri-Five Nationals - August 13th-15th, 2020 - Beech Bend Raceway, Bowling
Green KY.

•

Delta River Cruisin’ 2020 - Sam’s Town Casino - Tunica MS - September 18th-20th, 2020.

•

Bartlett Festival Car Show – Freeman Park - September 26th, 2020.

•

MCCC Fall Festival Car & Bike Show - Faith Baptist Church, October 17th.

•

Memphis Rodders Reunion - November 19th, 2020 - Agricenter International.

* Rescheduled Date
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Fix It Time:
How’s this for a viral idea? Since we’re all kind of stuck
without a bunch of activities to participate in, then maybe
this is a good time for some DIY action on your classic?
There’s a bunch of self-motivated projects that can keep
you engaged with your classic Chevy during these
strange days, and they are the sort of things we always
seem to put oﬀ because we “don’t have the time”.
So, get out there and clean out the garage, make room
for the things you want to keep, and chuck the stuﬀ you
don’t want. Organize the tools. Wax the paint. Change
the oil. Fix that thing that makes that weird noise.
Or if you’re really ambitious, start a new project. Save
another misbegotten and forlorn Chevy from the
boneyard of neglect. A decision like this made now, could
keep you busy for years on end. Hopefully, by the time
you emerge from your garage driving your new-old
Chevy, the very idea of a pandemic will be a distant
memory.
Me, I’ve got a valve cover to replace on my daily, and
some new bumpers that need to go on the classic. I
might even consider some new glass as the original
windshields have certainly seen beer days on both cars.
And if you’ve got one of those 1973 Vegas laying around
that hasn’t rusted away, don’t forget the best upgrade
ever for Chevy’s entry into the 1970’s economy car wars.
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If you’re a Ti-Five fan, this one is well worth keeping on your calendar should the pandemic let
up oﬀ our collective necks for a while. Who knows… you might even win that trick 57 sedan!

10

www.memphisclassicchevys.com

Tuesday, May 19, 2020

Unusual Chevys:

Above: You won’t find early Chevelle wagons just anywhere. If you do, consider it a 2-door score!
Below: Chevy made a bunch of Corvairs, but it’s rear-engine layout makes it an oddity anyway.
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Above: First year El Caminos are a rare, but unmistakable sight. Haul the goods in style with this.
Below: Behold the elusive Nova Panel Delivery. How many of these have you seen?… Ever?
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Chevys on TV during the stay-at-home thing. See you in June with another Bowtie Buzz.
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