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The Purpose of the MCCC shall be to promote, foster, and encourage all activities toward the collection,
restoration, preservation, and appreciation of all Chevrolets produced from 1955-1972, and to better
facilitate the exchange of information and ideas regarding these automobiles.

MEETING & CRUISE-IN
• MCCC meetings are held on the third Monday of each month. There is no meeting in December.
Meetings are held at The Brunswick Kitchen, 5197 Brunswick Rd, Arlington, TN 38002. Next Meeting:
TBD (to be determined). Meetings are currently being considered on a month by month basis
depending on the status of the COVID-19 situation. The recent November meeting featured our annual
elections for club officers, and some good old fashioned cookout style chow. We met at Ellendale
Baptist Church, since most restaurants are currently unable to accommodate the needs of our club
meetings while mandated pandemic restrictions are in place.
• MCCC Cruise-in every Thursday (weather permitting), at Ty's Smokehouse, 7174 Stage Rd #101,
Bartlett, TN 38133. It’s getting kind of cold, so the Cruise-in season is winding down, but for
future reference, and just so you know once the weather is right again, another cruise-in has also
spontaneously reappeared at the corner of Stage & Kirby Whitten Rd. in Bartlett. This is the old cruisein site, and the business climate there is not currently opposed to the Thursday night gatherings.
Several MCCC members have attended, and there are dining options in the area.
• We also have seen the arrival of a new cruise-in at the Collierville Town Square hosted by the Memphis
Street Rods. It takes place on Wednesday evenings when the weather is right. Check out the
Collierville Cruise Night on Facebook.

BURNED OUT?
As 2020 gradually moves into
the rear-view mirror, and the
raging inferno of misery that it
brought forth since March goes
with it, let’s all keep our
fingers crossed that 2021 can
provide some relief from the
pandemic and let us get back
to enjoying our classic Chevys
like we normally do.
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I don’t know much about this event, but it’s seems to be new on the early morning cars &
coﬀee scene. Methinks they probably dig old cars, and might want to sell some cigars while
hanging out with the classic car people. Might be worth checking out to see what shows up.

Artist Profile:
I stumbled across this
artist’s work while doing a
bit of web surfing, and I
thought I should share it
with you . It seems that
Norwegian artist Andreas
Wennevold digs cars. All
kinds of them, but a whole
lot of American iron is
represented in his portfolio.
Although maybe a little
obsessed with carbon fiber
fender flares, his illustrations
are captivating conceptual
interpretations of time
honored automotive
classics. See his work
here.
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The Latest and Greatest Club News:
The Memphis Rodders Reunion was meet with ideal fall weather and a better than expected turnout on
November 19th. A constantly changing situation with the COVID-19 pandemic presented many challenges
for Lin Neal, but in the end he put the whole enchilada outside and made it a free to attend cruise-in. Fun
was had and contributions raised cash for the Shriner’s Burn Transportation Fund. MCCC contributed to
the cause, and this was most likely the last hurrah at the Al Chymia Shrine Temple as the building is
scheduled to auctioned in the near future. We’ll plan for a return to the traditional format at the Agricenter
International in 2021 if all goes well.

You need to click here and check out this story about a Black Widow that was almost crushed!

Election Results No, not that November election, the other one… The MCCC election for club officers was
held during the November meeting at Ellendale Baptist Church. Considering the compromises and
challenges that 2020 presented to the club, the results were not a big surprise. All of the current club officers
were renominated and reinstalled for 2021. We will remain hopeful that we can find a way to return to our
favored in-person activities during the coming year, and do know that where there is a will there is a way.
MCCC members will find an opportunity to remain engaged with the club and with our classic Chevys even if
the coronavirus continues to present challenges to us all in 2021. So, let’s all stay safe and well so we can
enjoy the good times that lie ahead.
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Bartlett Christmas Parade Denis Elliot has been in contact with the City of Bartlett about our
participation in the annual Christmas Parade that will take place on the 5th of December. That’s this coming
Saturday, from 4:00 - 6:00 PM. As of last check, Denis still has about a half dozen spots available for MCCC
members to claim, so contact him ASAP if you would like to be a part of the parade. Also take note, this will
be a “reverse parade”… meaning the floats, displays, bands, and classic cars will remain stationary in
Freeman Park and the parade watchers will drive by to see what’s up while remaining compliant.

Member of the Year During the November club meeting, Cindy Hubbard was bestowed the MCCC
Member of the Year award for her dedicated eﬀorts in hosting our events, and helping to make the Fall Fun
Run a success. In an example of true generosity, she promptly took the $100 in cash that goes with the
award and tossed into the pot for our annual charitable donations. Thank you Cindy for all that you do.

Dues Will be Carried Over Yes, you heard right. Since the pandemic has put a crimp on many of our
2020 plans, the MCCC will consider all paid in full Members (and sponsors) as paid in full for 2021 as well.
This should allow us all to realize some opportunity to interact with the club and benefit from being a
member without the pandemic being a huge factor. So, we’ll see you all next year if we didn’t get to see
much of you this year, because you’re still a member of MCCC through 2021.

45th Anniversary Be advised that 2021 will mark the 45th anniversary of the Memphis Classic Chevy
Club. Let’s hope that the new year will give us a break from the pandemic and allow us to acknowledge this
milestone in some reasonable way.

Chevy Songbook:
This month, the Chevy
songbook opens it’s pages to
examine the lyrical content
of John Hiatt. The
seasoned songwriter
released his Slow Turning
album in 1988 and the first
cut is Drive South which
provides another moment of
time in a Chevy van as Hiatt
narrates the promise of
better days in Dixieland.
More poetry than pop, this
one is worthy of the 49
minutes it takes to listen to
the entire album.
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2021 MCCC ELECTED OFFICERS

(Note: Officer’s Meeting is the 1st Monday of Each Month)

Jack Mabry, President

901-351-0808

belair55dream@yahoo.com

Danny Ford, Vice President

901-337-1957

abelairman57@gmail.com

Cindy Hubbard, Secretary

901-438-5368

clhubbard1956@gmail.com

Louis Kimery, Communications Director

901-488-0856

lkkphoto@gmail.com

Buddy Bonner, Technical Director

901-786-8743

gbonner1@southwest.tn.edu

Teri Hodnett, Membership Director

901-304-9320

thodnett1955@yahoo.net

Cookie Bonner, Treasurer

901-619-6983

gbonner792@att.net

Denis Elliot, Events Coordinator

901-487-3024

cwwdelliott@bellsouth.net

Ajay Cohen, Web Master

901-626-5160

ajaycohen@gmail.com

"
The Memphis Classic Chevys Facebook page currently has 1,100 followers. That’s right, we’ve got
1,100 dedicated Chevy enthusiasts actively following the MCCC on Facebook. This is a public Facebook
group so any MCCC member or other verifiable automotive enthusiast can request to join the group here:
https://www.facebook.com/groups/memphisclassicchevys/
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The Wonder Bar Radio:

Shown above, is the famous Wonder Bar Radio that was available as an option on 55-57 Chevys, as well
as other GM cars of the era. Never mind that it's as big as a toolbox, and relies on vacuum tubes to
operate. This was a station seeking radio born in the 1950’s so it was a high brow option and a big deal in
it’s day. Generally, only the most heavily optioned cars would have a Wonder Bar Radio. The unit in the
photo is an original 1957 radio I found on Ebay. The seller wants $750 for it, so scarcity appears to have
some (a lot?) of value in this instance. However, just in case you want the original look but maybe some of
the technological advances that have been applied to car radios since the
50’s, you should know that new radios that clone the Wonder Bar look
are available that also supply a stereo FM band, Bluetooth, and Sattelite
connectivity. They cost about $750, so it mostly boils down to whether or
not you have that originality monkey on your back, and if you’re inclined to
invest in also restoring an original radio before tuning in your favorite mono
AM station. Oh, and just in case you need tuning knobs for whatever radio
you’re trying to revive, you might consider finding someone who will squirt
out a duplicate set with their 3-D printer like this guy at Thingiverse does.
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(Note: All events are tentative due to possible pandemic restrictions)

•

Super Chevy Show - Memphis International Raceway - April 10-12, 2021.

•

51st Annual Street Rod Nationals - Kentucky Exposition Center, Louisville KY - August 5-8.

•

The Danchuk Tri-Five Nationals - Beech Bend International Raceway, Bowling Green KY August 12-14, 2021.

•

Goodguys 15th Nashville Nationals - Nissan Stadium, Nashville TN - May 28-30, 2021.

•

Holley National Hot Rod Reunion - Beech Bend Raceway, Bowling Green KY - June 17-19.

IN MEMORIAM
Sadly, we must recognize the passing of a pioneer Chevy enthusiast in the Memphis area.
Joe Sharp was a founding member (#3) of the Memphis Classic Chevy Club. He was one of the
original five members that gathered on Summer avenue at a Shoney’s Restaurant and planned out a
new club for enthusiasts of 55-57 Chevys in the fall of 1976. By 1978 Memphis was the host city for
the Classic Chevy International Convention, and the MCCC was the host club and an integral part of
what was then the largest show of it’s kind for Tri-Five Chevy enthusiasts in the country. Forty four
years later the club is still going strong. Joe eventually relocated to the Cleveland TN area, but he,
along with Gene Bradbury, Bob Young, B.J. Wilkerson, and Larry Chambers all deserve a tip-of-the-hat
for their foresight in getting things started for the rest of us. So long Joe, and thanks again.
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Swap Meet:
OK, let’s just consider this a New Year’s resolution… I’m holding space in this newsletter for your
Buy-Sell-Trade items, and wondering where you are. Please considering sharing what you want to get rid of
and also what you want to find. If not, it becomes my own private classified advertising department, and I
doubt you’re going to want any of my junk.

The COPO Camaro:

What’s a COPO? Just for comparisons sake, let’s examine what horsepower meant over fifty years ago. The
1969 model year was one filled with powerful cars, but buying a Camaro held a special speed secret for those
that needed something more. First, to get the baddest Camaro of all, you needed connections. If your dealer
gave you the required security clearance, you would find yourself ushered into a back room where contact was
made with the factory to place a Central Office Production Order (COPO) which is how the secret combinations
were produced with little public fanfare. You tick the right boxes and pay about twice what a standard car was
going for, and before long a basic Camaro with zero options save for the a ZL1 all aluminum big block engine
and a close ratio 4-speed transmission would arrive in a hush-hush manner. It made an easy 500 HP. It was
really never intended for anything other than drag racing. They only made 69 of them, and GM does not make
9
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Nova Nation:
The Chevrolet Nova… Or is it a Chevy
II? I’ve been trying to figure out the naming
convention for decades. This economy
oriented Chevrolet first appeared
during the 1962 model year. Chevy already
had the economy oriented Corvair in their
line-up since 1960, but it was a bridge too
far for some consumers, so they decided
they needed something a little more
conventional to compete with the success of
the Ford Falcon and the burgeoning demand
for economical automotive transportation
from all car makers. So, the Chevy II hit the
scene in 1962, with the Nova as the top
their model.

What’s in a Name? Turns out, all those

Grindhouse cinema anyone? In this B-movie epic
adventure, a murderous psychopath chooses none other than a
1971 Chevy Nova as his instrument of destruction and mayhem
in Quentin Tarantino’s 2007 homage to the drive-in double
feature, Death Proof. Whatever happened to Grandma driving
her Chevy II to church on Sundays?

names on the car do mean something. It
seems the Chevy II was considered a whole
new line of cars when introduced, with three
different models set into production. The
100 series, 300 series, and 400 series. There
were two-door sedans, four doors sedans,
hardtop coupes, convertibles, wagons, and
even a panel delivery version of the Chevy
II. The Nova nameplate was the top dog of
the 400 series and included some snazzy
trim and other plush goodies. Think Bel Air
on the Tri-fives, and you would be in the
ballpark. Then there was the SS option. This
is how we wound up with a small car with a
big name like ‘Chevy II by Chevrolet Nova’
with the SS package tacked on for good
measure. Chevrolet eventually realized this
was a burdensome mouthful, and by 1969
they just called them all Novas, just like
everyone else did.
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That Power to Weight Ratio Thing… The basic Chevy II started out with a four cylinder engine, but as
with most most small cars that have some extra room around the edges, it was possible to extract more
performance with a bigger hammer. So next up was a six cylinder. Then a small V8, then a little bit bigger V8.
Then a V8 with a hot cam. By 1966 Bill “Grumpy” Jenkins was terrorizing the Stock Eliminator ranks with his
red and white Nova SS race car. By 1968
Jenkins was sending them home in a Nova
Super Stocker, and the Nova had achieved
true muscle car status.
That’s when the big block engines began
to appear in this erstwhile economy car.
Soon some serious horsepower and
torque was taking up space under the
hood, that turned this staid grocery getter
into a bonafide sleeper. Before long wellknown Nova racer cars were being made
into model kits, and the earlier cars were
being passed down from grandmothers to
high school students, thus cementing it’s
popularity well beyond it’s 18 year
production run.

MCCC member Jim Cohen owns this stunning 1969 Nova that is factory equipped
with a 427 big block & 4-speed trans. This stands as the zenith of Nova performance.
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Canadian Cruiser:

Speaking of Novas, our Canadian neighbors got their own version at their neighborhood
Pontiac and Buick stores. It was called Acadian, which must be some overpaid GM
executive’s idea of international brand marketing. Despite the goofy name, it was clearly all
Nova under it’s Canuck hood. Although the Chevy II was also sold at Canadian Chevrolet
dealerships, The Acadian was it’s own GM brand and was manufactured in Canada. It helped
GM beat Canada’s import duties that would have otherwise driven the price of the economy
car to an unsustainable level, and added to the overall sales success of the original X-Body.
The Acadian version on the Chevy II was manufactured from 1962 to 1971, and is an
honorary member of Nova Nation due to it’s strong GM heritage.
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Winterize Your Classic Chevy:

Winter is coming. Although we don’t tend to go into a deep freeze like more northern regions
do, it still gets cold enough that you may consider putting you classic away until spring. If
so, here’s some tips for long term storage:
Select a dry, dark location for storage

Place plastic bags over the air

Give your car a good wash/wax

cleaner/air inlet and exhaust pipe

Fill the gas tank and add stabilizer

Place the vehicle on jack stands

Change the oil and filter

Close all of the windows

Check the antifreeze level

Trickle charge the battery with a

Check the tire pressure

battery tender
13
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Merry Christmas & Happy New Year

Rust never sleeps. Neither do vines. So don’t let that project car become forgotten yard art.
Here’s wishing you a Merry Christmas a much better new year. Let’s all stay safe and well so
as to make the best of it when it gets here. So that's it for 2020. Hang in there and we’ll see
you with another Bowtie Buzz in January 2021.
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